
Irony Summary of Chapter 3:  God’s Word had to come to Jonah a 
second time.  A prophet was sent to the enemies of Israel. Nineveh 
was important to God. The people believed God when Jonah had not.  
The people repented when Jonah would not.  The powerful humbled 
themselves.  The enemies of Israel were spared by the God of Israel.  

1. The Unsurprising Message
2. The Surprising Response
3. The Surprising Pardon

The Point: God responds to a repentant heart!

1.  What Jonah deduced 
Jonah 4:1-2 (ESV)- But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
angry. And he prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what I 
said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.

Study Verse: (ַוּיֵַרע ֶאל־יֹונָה ָרָעה גְדֹוָלה ַוּיִַחר לֹו) “It was evil to Jonah with 
great evil and he burned.” 

2. What Jonah Dismissed
Jonah 4:3 (ESV)- Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Do you do 
well to be angry?”
Jonah 2:6 (ESV)-I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me 
forever; yet you brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God

3. What Jonah Desired 
His Control
Jonah 4:5 (ESV)- Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the 
city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 
till he should see what would become of the city. 

His Comfort
Jonah 4:6 (ESV)- Now the Lord God appointed a plant and made it 
come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save 
him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of 
the plant.

Word Study: Simhah (ׂשמחה)- joy, gladness, mirth, exceedingly glad  

His Concern
Jonah 4:7-8 (ESV)- But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered.  When 
the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he 
might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.

4. What God Desires 
Jonah 4:9-11 (ESV)-But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be 
angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry 
enough to die.”  And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you 
did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a 
night and perished in a night.  And should not I pity Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not 
know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?

Here is the Point: God cares for all He has created!
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